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For these fears there was little justification. The
demand for the nearer slopes of the Alps, in the
shape of Savoy, was but the logical compensa-
tion for the establishment of a formidable Power
upon the farther slopes, and a necessary precau-
tion from the point of view of national defence.
At that time there is no doubt that the Emperor
had no hostile intentions against Prussia. Never-
theless, he had certainly given cause for suspicion
by mooting on various occasions the modification
of the treaties of 1815 ; and he now felt that the
situation demanded that he should forthwith
dispel the doubts of Prussia and her allies. At
his suggestion a grand conference took place at
Baden in June 1860. Headed by the Prince
Regent of Prussia, there gathered to meet Napo-
leon the Kings of Wiirtemberg, Bavaria, Saxony,
and Hanover, the Grand Dukes of Baden, Hesse-
Darmstadt, and Saxe-Coburg-Gotha, and many
of the lesser German princelings. The parvenu
and these men of ancient lineage went into
solemn conclave. It was the parvenu who emerged
with flying colours.

Whilst the Emperor was thus engaged, his
troops were employed in two campaigns in the
East. In Syria, France had been entrusted by
the Great Powers with the task of avenging the
massacres of Maronites by the Druses, and in
China she had joined with England in the